
• Dec 10, 2013 
College of Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario 
Policy Department 
80 College Street 
Toronto, Ontario 
M5G2E2 

feedback ~.:.l\lledicaiP!Il;arjjuana Policy 

Introduction: 

Health Canada has determined that the Marihuana Medical Access Regulations 
(MMAR) Program will be completed by March 31, 2014 and in its place will 
remain the Marihuana for Medical Purposes Regulations (MMPR) program. The 
MMPR program is quite different from the MMAR in a number of ways. 

Health Canada: 
- Health Canada will no longer require that specialized forms be completed by 
physicians on behalf of patients. 
- Health Canada will no longer be supplying medical marijuana for sale to 
patients. 
-Health Canada will now be licensing private producers (called Licensed 
Producers, or LPs) who meet strict standards to grow and sell medical marijuana 
directly to patients who obtain a prescription-like "medical document" from their 
physician. 

Patients: 
- Patients are no longer separated into 2 categories based on their medical 
diagnoses. 
- Patients will no longer be required to have a specialized, Health Canada form 
completed. Instead, the patient will be required to obtain a "medical document," 
similar to a prescription from a physician. 
- Patients will no longer be able to grow cannabis for their own use. 
- Patients will no longer be able to delegate a third party to grow on their behalf. 
- Patients will no longer be able to purchase medical marijuana from Health 
Canada. 
-The only route to accessing medical marijuana is for patients to send their 
"medical document" directly to a Licensed Producer of their choice and order 
medical marijuana to be delivered to their home, or to the office of their signing 
physician, if the physician consents to receive this. 
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Physicians: 
- Physicians no longer need to separate patients into two categories based on 
their medical diagnoses. 
- Physicians are required to complete an "original document" (essentially a 
prescription) in order to allow patients to access medical marijuana. A specialized 
form from Health Canada is no longer necessary. 
- The "original document" will be required to include the following information: 
Patient Name, Date, DOB, number of grams per day, duration of prescription (up 
to 12 months), physician's name, office address, license number. 

Feedback: 
1) Physicians should not feel required to prescribe medical marijuana to patients. 
2) Physicians prescribing medical marijuana should have some basic knowledge 
on the medical use of marijuana. 
3) Participation in CME should be recommended or even mandatory for those 
who choose to prescribe medical marijuana (e.g. attending 
conferences, familiarization with the Health Canada "Information for Health Care 
Professionals" document as well as other research studies). 
4) Inform patients that marijuana is not an approved drug 
5) Discuss that there is still a lack of clinical evidence for its use. 
6) Discuss the known risks associated with taking marijuana, including the fact 
that certain risks may still be unknown. 
7) Prior to prescribing medical marijuana, ensure that a proper diagnosis of a 
medical condition is made. 
8) Consider screening for respiratory illness and heart disease prior to initiating 
treatment with medical marijuana. 
9) Consider screening for diversion or use of other drugs of abuse 
1 0) Discuss alternative treatment options with patient 
11) Start slow and ensure proper follow up as clinically indicated. 
12) Develop ongoing relationship with patient, rather than writing prolonged 
prescription with no follow up. 
13) Physicians should be encouraged to conduct research studies and collect 
data in order to further our understanding of marijuana as medicine. 
14) A physician should only agree to accept delivery of medical marijuana for a 
patient, if the physician's office is equipped with a safe and secure storage area 
to store the marijuana in an organized fashion. 

Please let me know if I can be of further assistance to you in helping with this 
policy. 
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