
 

November 16, 2015 

 

Delivered via email 

 

College of Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario 

80 College Street 

Toronto, ON M5G 2E2 

 

Dear Sirs/Mesdames:  

 

RE: Current Consultations  

 

Thank you for the invitation to comment on the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario 

(CPSO) policies currently under review. The attached enclosure provides comments and 

suggestions on Blood Borne Viruses and Rights and Responsibilities: What to Expect During 

Medical Encounters policies.   
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 College of Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario – Current Consultations  

 
Document  

 

 
Comments 

 

Blood Borne Viruses 

We support this document and find the content clear, well laid out and very 
helpful.   
 

 Strong support for policy scope including those who assist in performing 
exposure prone procedure.  
 

 Strong support for policy scope to including those who have the potential to 
perform or assist in performing exposure prone procedures… (for example 
emergency medicine physicians). 

 

 Strong support for requiring periodic testing unless immunity has been 
confirmed.   

 
The following suggestions are provided for your consideration: 

 

 Page 5 Periodic Testing: consider referencing the evidence that support the 
recommended frequency of testing for blood born viruses (three years BCV 
and HIV; one year HBV).  

 

 Page 5 Testing Post Exposure: consider expanding this section to include 
recommendations for post exposure prophylaxis.  This information could 
also be considered for inclusion in Appendix C Routine Practices.   

 

 Page 7 Appendix A: consider language to better reconcile lines 185 & 186, 
which addresses secure retention of information,  with lines 201 & 202, 
which addresses the sharing of information.  There may be value in 
specifically identifying the type of information shared and any expectations 
regarding how that information will be handled once shared. 

 

 Consider including a section that provides enhanced clarity regarding 
vaccination, immunity and the possibility of waning immunity.  

 

 

Rights and 
Responsibilities: 
What to Expect 
During Medical 

Encounters    

We strongly support this document and find the content clear, well laid out and 
very helpful.  
 

 Strong support for section three and four. Framing these issues as 
appropriate expectations and rights is very effective.  
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The following suggestions are provided for your consideration:  
 

 Introduction: consider rewording the first sentence to apply to the patient 
audience. “To be a medical doctor in Ontario, an individual must have a 
license and...” 
   

  Consider identifying shared responsibilities of both the patient and doctor: 
shared commitment to 1) treating each other with dignity, courtesy and 
respect, 2) clear, open and honest communication.  

 

 Is it reasonable that a physician will always put the needs of the patient first? 
Reconcile this expectation with the CPSO principle “acting in patients’ best 
interest, by taking steps to safeguard their own health and the health of their 
patients.” 

 
Consider the CMA Code of Ethics identifies the fundamental responsibility of 
considering first the well-being of the patient.    

 
 

 

 




