
The College of Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario December 4, 2017 
80 College Street 
Toronto, Ontario 
M5G 2E2 

Attention: Policy Department: Maintaining Appropriate Boundaries and Preventing Sexual Abuse 

To Whom It May Concern: Via Email 

The Section on General and Family Practice of the Ontario Medical Association (SGFP or Section), 
represents over 12,000 practicing general physicians and family doctors in the province, and is 
the largest clinical Section within the Ontario Medical Association, comprising almost 1/2 of the 
total membership.   

The Section appreciates the opportunity to comment on the College’s revision of its policy 
relating to Maintaining Appropriate Boundaries and Preventing Sexual Abuse.   

We are also aware that our parent organization, the Ontario Medical Association, has already 
submitted its comments related to this proposed revision.  We support its submission and would 
like to build on its comments specifically as it relates to having a chaperone or third party present 
during intimate examinations.   

We maintain physicians must also have the right to make the presence of a chaperone 
mandatory. We acknowledge the right of the patient to decline the exam, but feel the physician 
should also have the right to decline to conduct the exam if the patient refuses to have a third 
party present.  

In a special session held by the SGFP for its physician leaders to help them understand the 
nuances of Bill 87 before it was passed, participants learned first hand from external legal experts 
on the Bill, how easy it is for patients to misinterpret small talk designed to put the patient at 
ease.  In practical reality, it is almost impossible to avoid misinterpretation.  Maybe the College 
can put some more thought into specific guidelines here and we would suggest inviting the OMA 
and the SGFP as a partner in this task.   

We trust you find these comments useful.  

Chair, OMA Section on General and Family Practice 


