


 
 
 
Violation of the Ontario Medicine Act:  
 
There is prescriptive language throughout the document that could offend Ontario’s Medicine Act. As I 
trust you are aware, section 5.1 of the Medicine Act states that “physicians shall not be found guilty of 
professional misconduct or incompetence solely on the basis that they practice a therapy that is non-
traditional or that departs from the prevailing medical practice.”1  In its current form, the Draft Policy 
permits the CPSO to discipline a physician for using a CAM treatment (which by definition “departs from 
prevailing medical practice”) that created positive patient outcomes but was deemed by the CPSO to not 
be ‘supported by evidence’.   
 
I would also respectfully advise that the reference to section 5.1 of the Medicine Act be included in the 
Draft Policy, as it is in the existing CAM policy, to make clear that the document is to be read in keeping 
with Ontario’s legislation.   
 
Regulatory Redundancies 
 
There are several sections in the Draft Policy that are already addressed by Ontario’s existing framework, 
including the CPSO’s policies, the RHPA and the Hippocratic Oath. I am troubled by the Draft Policy’s 
language on ‘Preventing Exploitation of Patients’. As Section 10 of the Draft Policy states, physicians in 
all areas of clinical practice have a duty not to exploit patients. Including language about the exploitation 
of patients in the Draft Policy specifically aimed at CAM practitioners is arbitrary, potentially prejudicial 
to CAM practitioners and could lead to inconsistent enforcement of the ‘duty not to exploit’ across 
practice areas.  
 
Limits Patient Access and Autonomy   

I am concerned that the Draft Policy could discourage physicians from incorporating CAM treatments 
into their practice, thereby limiting access to CAM and the right of patients to make choices that suit their 
needs.  

 

I trust that my above input on the Draft Policy will be constructive in your important work. I am available 
to assist you or the CPSO’s staff in any way you may deem useful. I have enclosed my biography  

  

Sincerely,  

 
  

  
 

 
1 As you may know, the language in section 5.1 of the Medicine Act mirrors the 1964 Helsinki Accord on human 
rights, which Canada ratified in 1989.  
 
 




